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in the midst of my opposition to Western civilization in general.*
The one thing which we can and must learn from the West is the
science of municipal sanitation. By instinct and habit we are
used to village life, where the need for corporate sanitation is not
much felt. But as the Western civilization is materialistic and
therefore tends towards the development of the cities to the neg-
lect of villages, the peoples of the West have evolved a science of
corporate sanitation and hygiene from which we have much to
learn. Our narrow and tortuous lanes, our congested ill-venti-
lated houses, our criminal neglect of sources of drinking water
require remedying. Every municipality can render the greatest
service by insisting on people observing the laws of sanitation.
It is a superstition to consider that vast sums of money are re-
quired for effecting sanitary reform. We must modify Western
methods of sanitation to suit our requirements. And as my patrio-
tism is inclusive and admits of no enmity or ill will, I do not
hesitate, in spite of my horror of Western materialism, to take
from the West what is beneficial for me. And as I know Eng-
lishmen to be resourceful, I gratefully seek their assistance in
such matters. For instance, I owe to Poore my knowledge of the
cheapest and the most effective method of disposal of human
excreta. He has shown how by our ignorance or prejudice we
waste this precious manure. Excreta are not dirt in their proper
place and when they are properly handled. Dirt, as the English
say, is "matter misplaced'**
INDIANS IN SOOTH AFRICA
The serpentine coil round the Indian settlers of South Africa
is daily tightening. Now in Natal they are deprived even of the
municipal franchise. This wa$ said to have been protected. When
the attempt was made to take away from them the political fran-
chise} the Natal Government declared that they had no design
upon the enjoyment by Indians of the municipal franchise. But no
promise made to a weak party is sacred in the estimation of
modern Governments. Each party must be able to defend its
rights by its own inherent strength. The Government of India's
vaunted trusteeship fails at the crucial moment. I know that the
settlers look to us for help and protection. But they should know
that they can have little help from India for the present. She
herself is engaged in a life-and-death struggle. Years ago the
late Sir Pherozeshah prophesied that India would be of little help
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